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the preparations for effects so powerful, her modes ^ of
study, the discipline of her mind; and the actress replied
with temper and modesty to many questions at which she
must internally have smiled. Lady L------ was said, cur-
rently, to have gone at once to the grand secret by a ques-
tion which might have been clothed in less alarming words.
4 Pray, Madam, when you are to prepare yourself in a charac-
ter, what is your primary object of attention, the super-
structure, as it may be called, or the foundation of the
part?'

Now, a character being written, that is, the superstructure
reared by the poet, it seems to be difficult to arrive at all at
the foundation of the character but through this very super-
structure: in other words, the actions declare the passions
from which they spring. These 4 blue beans in a blue
bladder' produced, I have heard, a pause of some length ;
however, the actress could not but be intelligible, and her
reply showed the sort of meaning she fancied in the ques-
tion. c When a part is first put before me for study, I look
it over in a general way to see if it is in Nature, and if it is,
I am sure it can be played.'

As to iher mode of study, in her apartment it was silent.
She conceived there certainly all that she meant to do ; but
it was only at rehearsal that she knew the effect of voice
upon the conception. For some time after her return to
town she was fond of having the experience of old Mr.
Sheridan to confirm her own judgment; but he went to
the theatre with her, 'where alone/ she said, 'she could
show him exactly what she could, do at night.'

Having thus incidentally mentioned Mr. Sheridan, who
was an excellent theorist certainly, I take leave to notice
his Rhetorical Prelections (for the title of Lowth's incom-
parable labours might be easier attained than his genius
and taste), by which he vainly hoped to impress the people
with the dignity of his art At the west end of the town
he used what was called Hickford's great room, in Brewer
Street, Golden Square. There perhaps he collected from
about one hundred to two hundred friends and amateurs
to hear his course of lectures in three divisions; and there
assuredly the clergy might learn to give more exact impres-